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Election reform approved Region’s thumb’s up 


BILLSAWCHUK 

Postmedia Network 
Regional council has given 
St. Catharines the green light 
to move forward in its plan 
to change the way it elects its 



"If this is one small step, then 
it is a step worth taking." 

Regional council voted 17 to 
11 to allow St. Catharines to go 
ahead and decide how it wants 

sen. A negative vote would have 
killed the plan in its tracks. 


The proposed model would 
see six of St Catharines' 12 city 
councillors also sit on regional 
council. Each St. Catharines 
ward would have one coun¬ 
cillor representing them at 
the city level and one council¬ 
lor representing them at both 
the city and regional level. The 
new model would reduce the 

Catharines to 12 from 18. 

"We have all these tools to 
communicate," Sendzik said. 
"But we need to connect with 
the residents at the front door. 

moving forward." 

St. Catharines asked the 
region in July 2015 to apply to 
the province for a change to its 
governance model. 

St. Catharines received the 
OK from the province in June. 
The motion was then sent back 
to the region. 


Last Thursday's vote was the 
first step on the road to "tri¬ 
ple-majority" needed for the 
change. St. Catharines needs 
approval from regional coun¬ 
cil, as well as the majority 
of the region's 12 municipal 
councils. 

St. Catharines Regional 
Coun. Brian Heit didn’t sup¬ 
port the idea. He thought hav¬ 
ing one politician serving on 
both councils will take too 

"What we will end up with 



Catharines 

to decide for itself how it wants 
to be governed. 

St. Catharines Coun. Bruce 


political hacks that want to be 
full-time politicians," he said. 

Fort Erie Mayor Wayne 
Redekop also didn't support 



lors here whose primary alle¬ 
giance isn't to regional coun¬ 
cil," he said. 


Two St. Catharines coun- 


supported 
the idea of 
dual-direct 
councillors. 


level of gov- 




Sendzik said it's the oppo- bsawchuk@postmedia.com 


Pelham backs cycling race for 2021 Canada Games 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

Special to Postmedia Network 
Pelham will host a 10-kil¬ 
ometre road race if Nia¬ 
gara lands the 2021 Canada 


Summer Games. 

Town council has agreed 
to put up $21,250 for 
cycling equipment or in- 
kind services for its share 
of a one-day road race that 


would be laid out by Pel¬ 
ham cycling champion 
Steve Bauer. 

Matt Hill, director of 
sports venues for the Nia¬ 
gara Region bid commit¬ 


tee, told council each of the 
12 local municipalities will 

Pelham’s road race would 
be one of four cycling con- 


run 10-kilometre time tri¬ 
als while St. Catharines 
would stage a mountain 
biking event at Brock Uni¬ 
ping through the Garden 


City’s downtown. 

The committee plans to 
submit its bid by the end of 
January and Niagara will be 
assessed by Canada Games 
officials during a March 
visit. 
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A decision is expected 
to be made in March, said 
Hill. Others bidding for the 

Sudbury and Ottawa. 

Ontario and the federal 
government have commit¬ 
ted $20 million to the Can¬ 
ada Summer Games and 

up $10.5 million. Brock 
University and Niagara Col¬ 
lege would also contribute 
to the late August event. 
The Games features 

aged 16 to 23 — “our future 
national champions,” said 
Hill. 

It involves 17 sports, 

25,000 spectators. 

Promoters estimate an 
economic impact of $165 
million to $200 million for 
the region. 



would probably stage a 
cycling-related festival tied 
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Record college enrolment fuels need for buses 



Creative gaming business thrives for Falls man 
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Peftamt comment 

E POSTMEDIA 


Dual duty: A less democratic, out-of-date approach 



Do you think we should elect more full¬ 
time politicians in Niagara? 

Should it be harder for people to represent 
the views of their neighbours? Or should 
anyone be able to serve part-time on local 
council and offer their experiences from a 
job or other activities? 

People are asking these thoughtful 
questions about the “dual duty, ward 
councillor” proposal for the City of St. 
Catharines and Niagara Regional Councils. 

Currendy, St. Catharines elects 12 part- 
time (PT) city councillors (two in each 
of stewards), and six part-time regional 


councillors (“at-large” across the City). City 
residents also elect a full-time (FT) Mayor 
who serves on both councils. That’s 19 
people (12 PT + 6 PT +1 FT = 18 PT & 1 FT) 
representing citizens on the two councils. 

The change would see SL Catharines 
represented by 13 people: the Mayor and 
six full-time politicians who would serve on 
both city and regional councils. The other 
six part-time councillors would serve only 
on city council (6 FT + 6 PT +1 FT = 6 PT & 7 
FT). 

Proponents suggest that by reducing 
the number of local representatives 


accountability" would increase between the 
city and region. 

Opponents suggest that the change will 
create six more full-time politicians (who 
would want “full-time wages”), attract 
partisans, and make local government less 
accountable and more out-of-touch from 
average citizens. Others believe it would 
give more control to fewer people (like at the 


Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 
where 11 ofthe 12 Niagara representatives 
were appointed by the same regional council 
on which they serve). 

Interestingly, the majority from across 
Niagara - more than 58 per cent according to 
a survey last Fall - do not want the change. 

And while proponents say that the dual 
duty “modernizes” communication and 
coordination of local government, we know 
other regions made similar changes more 
than 25 years ago. That was before AOL email 
(21 years old), Google (18 years), and “web 
browsers” including Netscape (21 years). 
That was also before the widespread use of 
cell/smartphones and cheap long-distance 
calling. At that time, everything was paper- 
based and getting a fax felt like a novelty. 

Now, we “live stream” and archive 
committee and council meetings, pre¬ 
publish complete electronic agenda 
packages, and use smartphones, cellular 
iPads, texts, social media, pictures, videos, 
and emails to communicate instantly with 


colleagues, staff, and citizens. 

Further changes over the last decade 
include routine meetings between regional 
and city/town chief administrative officers, 
planners, treasures, engineers, clerks, and 
Mayors. In some Towns, including Pelham 
and Fort Erie, the regional councillor 
presents written updates to local council and 
answers questions every three weeks. 

and coordination issues long ago, and 
because it will concentrate power into the 
hands of fewer people and increase the 
number of full-time politicians, I voted 
against the dual duty proposal last Thursday 
at Regional Council. 

Since it was approved by a 17 to 11 vote, 
each local council will also consider the 
proposal; please let your city, town or 
township councillor know your thoughts. 

You may contact Mayor Dave at mayordave@pelham.ca or 
read past columns at www.pelhammayordave.blogspot.com. 


Resolve to give back this year 



By now we are three weeks into the new 
year, and all that pumpkin pie, egg nog and 
turkey is just a distant memory. 

After the season of excess, I’m sure we 
have all turned our minds to our new year's 
resolutions. 

It is the time of year when having 
experienced our many, many blessings, 
we start over with a commitment to self- 
improvement Maybe we want to lose weight, 
get fit or rein in our personal spending. All 

But what if we expanded our hearts and 
minds to include others in our quest for self- 
improvement? 

What if you could do something aimed at 
self-improvement that would also benefit 
others? What if you resolved to get more 
involved in your community? 

I know that here at Family and Children’s 
Services Niagara, we depend on our many 
volunteers, foster parents and donors to help 
us in our work with children, youths and 
families in Niagara. 

Children do better in school because of our 


volunteer tutors, our foster parents provide 
a safe place for kids in a time of need, and 
our donors help make sure they get to go to 
camp and youths have opportunities for post¬ 
secondary education. 

There are many, many worthwhile 
organizations in the Niagara community that 
coulduseyour help. Call them or check out 
their websites. For a lull listing ofvolunteer 

ca (formerly Information Niagara) and explore 
their Niagara volunteer connections database 
at niagara.cioc.ca/volunteer/. 

Another option is to join a service club. 

This is a great way to give back, because it 
combines all the benefits of volunteering with 
networking, socializing and being part of a 
greater community. 

My club of choice was Rotary. My only regret 
is I didn't join sooner. 

If Rotary is not for you, consider the Lions, 
Kinsmen or Kiwanis. There are lots of fine 
service clubs in our region, doing great work 
for our community. 

And trust me, this is not your "grandfather's 
service club.” These are dynamic, energetic 

members and their communities well. 

Just in case you were thinking, 'Yeah, but 
what’s in it for me?’ rest assured: volunteering 
is good for you. A 2015 Forbes magazine article 
shared what it called 5 Surprising Benefits of 
Volunteering. 

• Volunteering time makes you feel like you 



have more time. Giving your time to others 
can make you feel more “time affluent” and 
productive as opposed to, say, wasting time or 
spending time on yourself 

• Volunteering your skills helps you develop 
new skills. Skills-based volunteering is an 
excellent opportunity to develop talents to 
help you get ahead in your career. 

• Volunteering your body helps you have 
a healthier body. Those who volunteer have 
lower mortality rates, greater functional ability 


and lower rates of depression. 

• Volunteering your experience helps you 
build your own experience. Volunteering is 

a great way to try out a new field and to build 

• Volunteering your love makes you feel 
more love. Volunteering builds empathy, 
strengthens social bonds and makes you 


Stoiy continued on Page 5 














THURSDAY, JANUARY 26,2017 ■ PELHAM NEWS 


■ 5 


Volunteering for happiness 
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LET’S ALL DO 
OUR PART! 

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER fll 


Pre-Inventory 
Clearance Event! 



SAVINGS 

on 

HUNDREDS 

Of 

items 



Grantham Plaza • 400 Scott Street, St Catharines 
www.vandendooljewellers.com 
(905)937-8833 
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LOCALNEWS 


NEW YEAR NEW YOU! 


TROUBLE 
READING 
YOUR WATCH? 


TROUBLE 
READING 
YOUR TEXTS? 



To obtain additional information or to book your FREE consultation 
please contact our refractive counselors at 1-888-510-2020 or 905-371-3217 
You may visit our website at www.lasikprovision.com 



SONUS 

FREE 

1 post-op drops, goggles and a 3 year 

l Preliminary Eye Exam ( 

I All procedures booked by 

— Wiv-i i j ! 

■■SSSECiinHI 


BOOK NOW! see Now Pav Later' S °™ °"~ 

LIMITED TIME OFFER ’ ’ 


Dr. Kimberly Dobson 



IN THE VILLAGE 


Smiles cu4t& &vie 

Evening appointments available 


□ Do you experience tooth sensitivity or suffer from 

□ Are you unhappy with your smile? 

□ Do you have dent 

□ 

20HWY 20, UNIT 13, 

FONTHILL (In the Fonthill Plaza) 

Visit us on line at www.dentistryinthevillage.ca 



NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Call us today 


®3J 

Pelham to spend 
$227,000 on public 
works yard 

By a 6-1 recorded vote, Pelham 
councillors agreed to spend $227,000 
to resolve safety, water, roof, 
furnishing and other problems at its 
Tice Road operations centre. 

Ward 2 Coun. Gary Accursi voted 
against the spending. 

"Lacking in the plan is a plan," he 
said about a report from public works 
staff. 

He did, however, support 
improvements to the water system to 
provide potable water for washing and 
showers, as well as repairs to the roof, 
he said. 

"The proposed $227,000 does not 
address all of the deficiencies, but 
will address some critical areas until 
a more suitable, long-term solution is 
approved," said public works director 
Andrea Clemencio in her report. 

The work will include: $66,000 
for roof repairs; $7,000 for water 
treatment; $117,000 for office, 
lunchroom and shower renovations; 
$11,000 for furniture for workstations, 
lunchroom and lockers; and $26,000 
for a lean-to for outside storage of the 
town's public works fleet. 

Federal grant 
for swimming pool 

Pelham will receive $69,600 from 
the federal government to upgrade the 
town’s outdoor swimming pool. 

The grant from the Canada 150 
Community Infrastructure Program 
will cover 50 per cent of costs, with the 
town paying the other half. 

Town council put mechanical and 
pool deck improvements for the 
Marlene Stewart Streit Park pool into 
its 2017 capital budget. 

However, councillors “red circled” 
the item pending word on whether it 
qualified for a federal infrastructure 
grant. 

Council received a letter confirming 
the grant from the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern 
Ontario. 

Mayor Dave Augustyn said the town 
and federal government “will make a 
splash" about it in an announcement 


later. 

Fonthill Lions Club 
to get $3,500 from town 

Pelham town council will give the 
Fonthill Lions Club $3,500 to assist its 
operation. In its 2017 budget, town council 
changed its permissive grant system by 
limiting requests to services in-kind from 
the town. 

It, however, left an option for council to 
make exceptions. 

Fonthill Lions Club, in a letter to council, 
said it did not need in-kind services from 
the town but did need financial aid. 

It would help “to offset some of the 
expenses we incur while operating our 
community hall, parks, and children's 
playground which are open to the 
residents of the town of Pelham," the 
Lions said in the letter. 

The club, founded in 1945, assists 
at events such as Canada Day, Pelham 
Summerfest, Christmas in Pelham and 
the Santa Claus parade. It also runs the 
Pelham Food Drive and helps Pelham 

Pelham part of Canada 
150 Mural Mosaic 

Pelham is one of 150 communities 
painting the Canada 150 Mural Mosaic. 

A team of three Canadian artists will 
lead the project and conduct one-hour 
paint workshops in Pelham on June 8 and 

Recreation director Vickie van 
Ravenswaay told town council last 
Monday the community will create a local 
mural. An image from it will become part 
of a national mural. 

Until Feb. 24, she said the town will 
receive suggestions from schools 
and others “for one iconic image that 
represents Pelham." 

The town will receive $12,000 to 
participate. Pelham and Lincoln are the 
only Niagara municipalities involved in the 
national project. 

During the June community workshops, 
participants will paint squares for a 
Pelham mosaic mural that will be formally 
unveiled on Canada Day. 

The town's mural will probably end up 
in the Pelham community centre when 
the twin-icepad, multi-purpose facility is 
complete, van Ravenswaay said. 


— Wayne Campbell, 
special to Postmedia Network 
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1-888-510-2020 

905-371-3217 

ww.lasikprovision.cor 


©Pelham 


NIAGARA 


® pelham.ca | El 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | @ 905-892-2607 | S 905-892-5055 



FAMILY DAY 
ACTIVITIES 

2017 


Monday, February 20,2017 
11:00pm - 3:00pm 
Pelham Arena 
1120 Haist Street Fonthill 


Free Public Skate Courtesy of Family and Children's Services 
Community Expo: learn about your community's unique 
services 

12-12:30pm Children’s Snowshoe Races: held with or without snow 

Golden Boot Hockey Game: Pelham Volunteer Firefighters 
vs. Pelham Minor Hockey Coaches 
Free Public Skate Courtesy of the Town of Pelham 


llam-lpm 

12pm-2pm 


lpm-2pm 


2pm-3pm 




Form 


Join us for an Instructor-Led, 
Valentines-Themed 

Ballroom Dance Social 

Saturday, February n, 2017 
7:0010:00PM 
Old Pelham Town Hall 
(491 Canboro Road) 

•Casual attire 

Win awesome door prizes! 

TICKETS Complimentary 
fl* I snacks, coffee, 

X V/ tea & water 

■e information visit pelhamca/ballroom-dance-lessons or contact Julie Cook at 
jcook@pelham.ca or 905-892-2607 ext. 329 



Drop-In Zumba Class (3) Arena 

Tues, Jan 31 Wed, Feb 1 

9:30-10:30am 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Thurs, Feb 2 

10am - 11am 

WALKING CLUBL 

Tuesdays 9:oo-io:ooAM 
- Start location: Pelham Arena 

..-r Step toward health, 
fitness, and fun! 

' J " '.f. 



2:00-3:00pm 7:30-9:30pm 

Monday Jan 30 TuesJan31 


WANTED: 

Certified Zumba Instructor 

The Town of Pelham is currently lookingfor a Certified Zumba 
- Tuesdays 9:30-io:3oam&7:oo-8:oopm 


211m 


rdshell — ** 

ALL YEAR ROUND | Rz^OR sftStE | NO COST 


CANADA150 MOSAIC MURAL PROJECT 

The Town of Pelham is one of 150 communities across Canada chosen to 
participate in the Canada 150 Mosaic Mural Project. 

YOUR ROLE: Come up with one simple iconic object that 
symbolizes the Town of Pelham 

If you have an idea for our mural - one big, bold, distinct image that will be 
made up of hundreds of tiles - that you believe best represents Pelham, 
visit www.Delham.ca/Dublic-art and submit your idea by Friday Feb 24 
To learn more about the project, visit pelham.ca or www.canadal50mosaic.com 


Canada Day 2017 

Saturday, July 1 at Harold Black Park, Fonthill 

Call For: 

ACTIVITIES 
VOLUNTEERS 
& VENDORS 

Visit www.Delham.ca/Canada-Dav for full details and to apply online 


^y 
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Young and living with Alzheimer’s 
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MISSING SOMETHING 

WITH YOUR CURRENT HEARING CARE PROVIDER? 


If you are suffering from hearing loss, choosing the right 
hearing healthcare provider is critical to achieving 
optimal hearing. At Pindrop Hearing Centres, our hearing 
professionals have extensive training in the identification 
and treatment of hearing loss and auditory disorders. Our 


U 


compassionate clinicians also understand' 
that each person's challenges are unique. 

For over 20 years, we have enhanced lives by pairing our 
expertise with industry leading technology so that our 
clients can reconnect with those that matter most. 


Visit our website or call us to book a FREE no-obligation consultation and receive 
the following items FREE of charge when you attend your appointment: 


• FREE hearing assessment 
•FREE in-office demonstration 

• FREE hearing aid cleaning 


• FREE package of batteries 

• FREE hearing aid performance & settings check 
•FREE counselling 


1J 

A 

i 

r PARKING 1 

, 

Sj 


Thorold, ON 

#4-3350 Merrittville Hwy 


NOW OPEN! St. Catharines, ON 

400 Scott St. (Grantham Plaza) 


905-468-9176 905-684-9663 905-937-4287 


PI N D RfiP 

Your Hearing. Your Life. 

www.pindrop.ca f ¥ 


Contact us today for a FREE Second Opinion 
to see if we are your perfect fit! 




















BUDGET 

STRETCH EP$ 


GIANT 

TIGER 


PRICES IN EFFECT 
' JANUARY 25-31,2017 

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST. 


LIMIT OF 4 

Rej 259 


SAVE UPTO 


$1 

SAVE 1.59 




20 Highway 20 East, Foothill 


Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm 
Sat. 8 am to 6 pm • Sun. 9 am to 6 pm 
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Hip hop still alive in Niagara 
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PRICES TAX INCLUDED!! 


L a & b o y ComfortStudio 


TAX-IN "S’ 


\IUARY 26-27-28-29 THURS, FRI, SAT & SUN 


The Price Is Right... 

The look 
Is Perfect! 


SAVE ON STYLISH 
FURNITURE FOR 
EVERY ROOM 

Over 20,000 sq. ft. of Quality 
Furniture for the entire house. 
Choose from 100’s of 
Luxurious Leathers 
and Fabrics. 






ONLY 


_ 


Mon-Tues 9-6« 
Thurs-Fri 9-9 1 


Wed & Sat 9-5 
»Sun Noon-4 


www.lampmanfurniture.com 

728 Canboro Rd., Fenwick, Ontario • 905.892.4701 • 1.800.892.4702 

























Ill 

O' 

LU 





Now Serving You in 4 Convenient Locations 

Glenmount Niagara Cemetery The Stone Centre Glenmount 
Memorials Memorials St.Catharines Memorials 

^Va!ley Way, 209 Carlton Street , 

I East Port Colborne 905-357-4545 


905-688-2477 


yourlifermments.ca 

For Obituaries call: 1-877-750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 • 
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Sweet 


Product of Mexico 


COMMISSOS m 

FRESH FOODS 


THE PERFECT SNACK 


[CHOLESTEROL FREE 


Fresh 

Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Thighs 

Family Pack 


100% GLUTEN FREE 


HIGH IN PROTEIN 


Natural Raw 
Almonds 

Product of USA 


Royale 

Signature 
3 Ply Facial Tissue 


Lavazza 

Espresso Coffee 

Assorted Varieties 



Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
^ and click on the flyer icon to 
see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Jan. 27 through Feb. 2,2017 


FRI I 

27 | 


SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

28 | 29 | 30 | 31 | 1 I 2 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 




